MINUTES OF MEETING OF FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL

FIMBER VILLAGE HALL

7:30PM – WEDNESDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 2011

Present:
  Ian Smith (Chair), Ray Lambert, Peter Leese, John Megginson, Graham Thompson, Mary Walker.  

Apology: Jayne Austin.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 17 NOVEMBER 2010 – proposed GT; seconded MW-approved

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Parish Accounts Current Account Balance £269.42: Deposit Account £628.29: Pilot Grant for winter snow clearance £424.00 (ring-fenced).

Dog Fouling – RL agreed to progress, as soon as possible, the painting of signage to warn of dog fouling.

Flooding at County boundary – thanks to GT’s efforts this problem has been rectified; however there remains the problem of fly-tipping.

Parish Council decided to reject Dave England's proposal to reinstate the grass verge.

Insurance Renewal - premium has risen from £150 to £220 from January 2011.  ERYC unable to find better quote.
Neighbourhood Watch – 6 residents attended the recent police crime prevention meeting.  The next meeting of the Police Liaison Committee will be held on 14th March.

Speed Monitoring and Traffic Control –Ian Smith, Graham Thompson, Ray Lambert and Peter Leese have volunteered take part in the proposed speed monitoring exercise.  Awaiting a response from police regarding training.

Wolds Community Bus Association – RL attended a meeting before Christmas to discuss the winding up of the Association.  There is a residual amount of £17,500 in the accounts of which Fimber’s share is £100.  The options are, to use the funds to restart the scheme (not regarded as feasible because of bureaucracy); use the funds to expand the existing Nafferton community bus service to serve Fimber and other parishes - it was agreed to support this option in principle. 

Ray Lambert and Mary Walker will attend the next meeting.

PLANNING MATTERS 

Towthorpe Wind Turbines – scheme withdrawn pending further design modifications to satisfy English Heritage requirements.

Gameslack Biomass Plant – PL updated Council on latest developments.  A newsletter was circulated to Fimber residents on 30th January explaining the background to the opposition to the scheme – copies available from PL. IS has written to ERYC complaining about the lack of consultation on the scheme since July 2010.  RL expressed deep concern at ERYC’s actions in ignoring the concerns of local residents.  The Gameslack Opposition Group is considering the feasibility of a legal challenge in the Courts to overturn the decision to grant outline planning permission.  IS and PL will take up the matter with the Local Government Ombudsman if satisfactory responses are not received from ERYC within the next days.

CORRESPONDENCE

East Riding Archives – Following a request for archive material it was agreed to lodge a copy of the Fimber Parish Council Minute Book and copy of Village Book with the County Archives.

ERYC Definitive Map of Rights of Way and Access Land – IS has a copy of the Fimber Parish Definitive Map available for viewing on request.

ERYC Footpath Stiles – ERYC Rights of Way Department has a long-term plan to substitute kissing gates for stiles in order to improve accessibility.  Currently there are no stiles on Parish ROW.

Sustainable Communities Act – agreement has been reached between Central Government and local government associations to devolve more power to local communities.  Some 200 shortlisted proposals have so far been agreed, among them small- scale renewable and microgeneration energy schemes; and the amendment of planning rules to exclude gardens from the classification of ‘previously developed land’.  Further details can be obtained from IS.

Royal Wedding – MW is to investigate the cost of providing each child in the Parish with celebration memento.

Village Task Force – proposals have been made to make the Village Task Force Team more accountable through named permanent contacts.  Task Force to be asked to repair fencing at Fimber Picnic Site.

PAYMENTS

The following proposed for approval by MW and seconded by RL.

Street Lighting £279.80

URL Renewal £10.56

Grit £576.00 (Pilot Grant)

Insurance £222.87

RECEIPTS

Winter Pilot Scheme £1000.00

OTHER BUSINESS

Ex-gratia Payment to ex-Parish Clerk, Ed Lovatt – it was proposed by IS and seconded by RL to make an ex-gratia payment of £50 to Ed Lovatt in recognition of his service prior to his resignation in 2010.

Pilot Scheme – Gritting and Snow Clearance – the Parish was successful in receiving £1000 towards the provision of parish snow clearance work.  8 tons of grit is currently being stored by GT at Ling Farm.  GT will move the grit bin in Towthorpe Lane back to its original position at junction with Burdale Lane.  A vote of thanks to GT for his excellent work in clearing village roads and paths was proposed by PL and seconded by IS.

Potholes and Trees – complaints have been received about dangerous trees in various locations adjacent to parish roads.  ERYC has been informed.  IS to follow up with ERYC.  IS explained that he had contacted the County Highways regarding dangerous pot-holes on roads in the Parish and that remedial work had now been carried out.  JM reminded the PC that the road surface at the entrance to Towthorpe needed repairing and it was agreed to contact Highways again to have work completed.

Driffield-Malton Bus Service - a request had been made to divert the service via Fimber.  Council was informed that this could be considered next year.  PL to make formal request for a Fimber stop in 2011 timetable.

Renewal of Fimber URL – IS explained that ERYC plans to rebuild the village website.  GT commented on the very slow broadband speeds in the area.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

AGM May 11 2011

